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Dear WASWAC Councilors, Advisors, Regional Representatives and all members, 

A happy new year to all our members and supporters. 2020 promises to be an exciting year and I 

am looking forward to work with you all-as individuals, organizations and experts.  

In the last few years, we have witnessed the growth and prosperity of WASWAC. Since 2010, 

WASWAC have successfully held four World Conferences and two International Youth Forums 

in different countries around the world. The conferences and forums brought scientists, technical 

staffs, students, and people from soil and water conservation related works all together to share 

their ideas, knowledge and technologies. I have seen more and more attendees passionately 

showing their research and communicating with each other, sparking new and innovative 

thoughts. The WASWAC awards including Norman Hudson Memorial Award, Distinguished 

Research Award, Distinguished Extensionist Award, Special Contribution Award, and the newly 

established Youth Outstanding Paper Award have all drawn great attention and increased posi-

tive influence in the community. At the same time, our official journal International Soil and Wa-

ter Conservation Research (ISWCR) also provides a great platform to researchers all over the 

world to share their insights, innovation, and practice in soil and water conservation. ISWCR is 

indexed by SCIE last year, which is a milestone for both the journal and our association.  

I am very proud to be in the privileged position to lead WASWAC in this important work and in 

continuing the excellent work of previous presidents. The degradation of soil and water re-

sources is becoming severe challenges because of climate change, environment pollution, energy 

crises, and population growth. Efficient conservation and management are crucial for sustainable 

development for all countries and regions under this changing environment. As a world associa-

tion focusing on soil and water conservation, WASWAC will certainly play a very important role 

to promote the wise use of management practices that will improve and safeguard the quality of 

land and water resources, so that they continue to meet the needs of agriculture, society and na-

ture.  

On behalf of my fellow board members and staff in secretariat, I wish all of you a very Happy 

and Prosperous New Year full of new energies and new dreams, new goals and new journeys in 

2020!  

New Year Message of 2020 from the WASWAC President  
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Prof. Duihu Ning 

President of WASWAC 



On Jan. 9th 2020,  staffs from CSSWC (Chinese 

Society of Soil and Water Conservation) secre-

tariat visited WASWAC (World Association of 

Soil and Water Conservation) secretariat office 

and discussed some future collaboration op-

portunities. WASWAC president Prof. Duihu 

Ning and secretary general Prof. Xiaoying Liu 

attended the meeting. During the meeting, 

president Ning gave a warm welcome to staffs 

from CSSWC and introduced the history and 

progress of WASWAC in the past.  

WASWAC and CSSWC have similar back-

ground and academic interest. WASWAC was 

established in USA in 1983, and was moved to 

International Research and Training Center on 

Erosion and Sedimentation, China since 2010. 

WASWAC has devoted itself to research and 

communication to solve scientific and tech-

nical problems related to soil and water con-

servation. Many cooperative research projects 

have been conducted, a series of international 

training  courses,  symposia  and workshops 

have been organized, and several awards in 

the field of soil and conservation have been 

set up and sponsored by WASWAC. CSSWC 

was established in China in 1985, almost at the 

same time with WASWAC. Unlike the inter-

national basis of WASWAC, CSSWC is found-

ed by Chinese researchers from soil and water 

conservation related areas. Its aim is to unite 

the  scientific  researchers  and technological 

workers of soil and water conservation, to im-

plement  technology and sustainable develop-

ment, organize academic research and domes-

tic  and  international  academic  exchanges, 

train scientific and technological talents, and 

promote the popularization and development 

of soil and water conservation science and 

technology.  

 

Collaboration meeting of WASWAC and CSSWC 
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International Youth Forum of Soil and Water Conservation  

2nd General Assembly of CSSWC in Xi’an, 2019 

WASWAC 



Celebration of Chinese New Year 
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Introduction to Chinese New Year  

The Chinese New Year, also called Spring Fes-

tival, is the most important and widely cele-

brated festival of all in China. It is celebrated 

from the 1st day of the 1st lunar month to the 

15th day of the 1st lunar month. The final 

(15th) day is called Lantern Festival, and the 

night before the 1st day is called Chinese New 

Year's Eve (Chuxi in Chinese spelling). This is 

a time for family reunions, visiting relatives 

and friends and exchanging greetings for the 

coming New Year. It is also a time to ring out 

the old and ring in the new. The Chinese New 

Year  can  also  be  called  "Guonian"  which 

means the passing of the old year to the new 

one. This festival emphasizes the importance 

of family ties. The dinner gathering of Chinese 

New Year's Eve is the most important family 

occasion of the year.  

The Origin of Chinese New Year  

There are several versions for the origin of 

Chinese New Year. The most widely heard 

one is that there was a mythical beast called 

"Nian" which means "year" in Chinese. Nian 

always came on the first day of New Year to 

prey on livestock, crops, and even people. In 

order to protect themselves, people started 

putting food in front of their doors at the be-

WASWAC and CSSWC had a lot of meaning-

ful cooperation in the past years. The World 

Conference of WASWAC, and International 

Youth Forum of Soil and Water Conservation 

was also supported by CSSWC as well. Vice 

versa, the 2nd General Assembly of CSSWC 

held in Xi’an in Dec. 2019 was also supported 

by WASWAC. The cooperation between two 

associations build a bridge to connect the re-

search of soil and water conservation in China 

and the international world.  

Story 
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ginning of every New Year, as they believed 

that after Nian ate the food prepared for him, 

he wouldn't eat any of their crops and people. 

Coincidentally, some people once saw that 

Nian was scared away by the red clothes 

worn by a child so they concluded that Nian 

was afraid of the color red. Therefore, in prep-

aration for the New Year, people began to buy 

new red clothes for themselves. Also, they 

hung red lanterns and red spring couplets on 

doors and windows. They also lit firecrackers 

to scare Nian away. From then on, Nian never 

came back again.  

Symbolic Cuisines of Chinese New Year  

On Chinese New Year's Eve, members of the 

family, big or small, near or far away, gather 

for a "reunion dinner".  The most common 

dishes for this dinner are chicken and fish. 

There are many symbolic foods prepared for 

the New Year. For example, the fish, "Yu" in 

Chinese pinyin, signifies that there should al-

ways be surpluses. Commonly in northern 

China, "Jiaozi" (dumplings) are made, symbol-

izing the luck that is wrapped inside. In east-

ern China, "Nian gao" (Chinese New Year 

Pudding) is prepared, symbolizing a more 

prosperous year. People also buy melon seeds, 

candy, and other seeds during the festival.  

Year of the Rat 

The Rat is the first of all zodiac animals. Ac-

cording to one myth, the Jade Emperor said 

the order would be decided by the order in 

which  they  arrived  to  his  party.  The  Rat 

tricked the Ox into giving him a ride. Then, 

just as they arrived at the finish line, Rat 

jumped down and landed ahead of Ox, be-

coming first. Optimistic and energetic, people 

born in the Rat year are likable by all.  

Story 
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CiteScore is a metric for measuring journal impact in Scopus. The calculation of CiteScore for the 

current year is based on the number of citations received by a journal in that year for 

the documents published in the journal in the past three years, divided by the documents in-

dexed in Scopus published in those three years. Below is the updated information on Scopus 

website: 

International Soil and Water Conservation Research 

Open Access 

Scopus coverage years: from 2013 to present 

Publisher:  International Research and Training Center on Erosion and Sedimentation &  

  China Water and Power Press 

ISSN:   2095-6339 

Subject area:  Environmental Science: Water Science and Technology 

  Environmental Science: Nature and Landscape Conservation 

  Agricultural and Biological Sciences: Agronomy and Crop Science 

The aims of ISWCR is to track the de-

velopment  trend,  advanced  theory, 

innovative  technology  and  practice 

results  in  soil  and  water  research, 

build  the  academic  exchange  plat-

form, and promote the development 

and prosperity of soil and water con-

servation discipline. It publishes both 

research  and  review  papers  in  soil 

and water conservation related areas. 

Updated CiteScore of ISWCR in Jan 2020 

ISWCR 
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Subscription of ISWCR 2020 Begins 

International Soil and Water Conservation Re-

search  (ISWCR),  the  official  journal  of 

WASWAC, is a quarterly academic journal in 

English and publishes in Science Direct of 

Elsevier with open access globally. The sub-

scription of  ISWCR 2020 begins from this 

month.  

The aims of ISWCR is to track the develop-

ment trend, advanced theory, innovative tech-

nology and practice results in soil and water 

research, build the academic exchange plat-

form, and promote the development and pros-

perity of soil and water conservation disci-

pline. It publishes both research and review 

papers in soil erosion, soil and water conser-

vation, conservation agriculture, soil evalua-

tion and management, soil degradation, wa-

tershed management and sustainable devel-

opment. ISWCR is currently indexed by sever-

al  well-known  databases:  SCIE,  SCOPUS, 

CSCD(C), DOAJ. The journal will acquire its 

first impact factor in the second year in 2020. 

Currently, the cite score is 4.08 based on SCO-

PUS analysis. According to the simulation of 

impact factor (IF) based on data from Web of 

Science, the mocked IF is 2.96 in 2018, which is 

equivalent to the Q2 journals in SCI/SCIE 

journal list in the field of environmental sci-

ence.  

There are several benefits when you subscribe to ISWCR 2020:  

 Get a free membership of WASWAC in 2020 

 Get a free 2018 China river sediment bulletin (the latest version)  

 Get a free weekly planner by China Water Power Press 

If you are interested in making a subscription please contact the editorial office:  

Email: iswcr@foxmail.com 

Phone: +86-010-68786579, +86-010-68786412  

ISWCR 

mailto:iswcr@foxmail.com
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Paper Collection of ISWCR 2019 

Pisha sandstone: Causes, processes and erosion options for its control and prospects 
Zhishui  Liang,  Zhiren Wu,  Wenyi  Yao,  Mohammad Noori,  Caiqian Yang,  Peiqing  Xiao, 
Yuanbao Leng, Lin Deng 
Pages 1-8 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300832 
 
Modelling surface runoff using the soil conservation service-curve number method in a 
drought prone agro-ecological zone in Rwanda 
Dieudonne Uwizeyimana, Stephen M. Mureithi, Simon M. Mvuyekure, George Karuku, Geoffrey 
Kironchi 
Pages  9-17 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300753 
 
Sustainable land management practices, off-farm work participation and vulnerability among 
farmers in Ghana: Is there a nexus? 
Gazali Issahaku, Awal Abdul-Rahaman 
Pages 18-26 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301321 
 
The assessment of water-borne erosion at catchment level using GIS-based RUSLE and remote 
sensing: A review 
Kwanele Phinzi, Njoya Silas Ngetar 
Pages 27-46 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300583 
 
Water quality and sediment contamination assessment of Pazarsuyu Stream, Turkey using 
multivariate statistical methods and pollution indicators 
Fikret Ustaoğlu, Yalçin Tepe 
Pages 47-56 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301084 
 
Impact of mine waters on chemical composition of soil in the Partizansk Coal Basin, Russia 
Ola Arefieva, Alina V. Nazarkina, Natalya V. Gruschakova, Julia E. Skurikhina, Vera B. 
Kolycheva 
Pages 57-63 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633917301557 
 
Prediction of spatial land use changes based on LCM in a GIS environment for Desert Wet-
lands – A case study: Meighan Wetland, Iran 
Amir Ansari, Mohammad H. Golabi 
Pages 64-70 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300972 

ISWCR 
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Paper Collection of ISWCR 2019 

Spatial assessment of the areas sensitive to degradation in the rural area of the municipality 
Čukarica 
Natalija Momirović, Ratko Kadović, Veljko Perović, Miloš Marjanović, Aleksandar Baumgertel 
Pages 71-80 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S209563391830162X 
 
Effects of patchy distributed Artemisia capillaris on overland flow hydrodynamic characteris-
tics 
Guanhua Zhang, Jiajun Hu 
Pages 81-88 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301539 
 
A reference evapotranspiration map for Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Sabrija Čadro, Salwa Cherni-Čadro, Mihajlo Marković, Jasminka Žurovec 
Pages 89-101 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300716 
 
The  contribution  of  the  European  Society  for  Soil  Conservation  (ESSC)  to  scientific 
knowledge, education and sustainability 
Carmelo Dazzi, Wim Cornelis, Edoardo A.C.Costantini, Mihail Dumitru, Michael A.Fullen, 
Donald Gabriels, Raimonds Kasparinskis, Adam Kertész, Giuseppe Lo Papa, Guenola Pérès, 
Jane Rickson, José  L.Rubio, Thomas Sholten, Sid Theocharopoulos, Ivan Vasenev 
Pages 102-107 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918302211 
 
Persistence in tillage decisions: Aggregate data analysis 
Dat Q. Tran, Lyubov A. Kurkalova 
Pages 109-118 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301588 
 
Suspended sediment load prediction using non-dominated sorting genetic algorithm II 
Mahmoudreza Tabatabaei, Amin Salehpour Jam, Seyed Ahmad Hosseini 
Pages 119-129 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301126 
 
Soil loss estimation using rusle model to prioritize erosion control in KELANI river basin in 
Sri Lanka 
Cassim Mohamed Fayas, Nimal Shantha Abeysingha, Korotta Gamage Shyamala Nirmanee, 
Dinithi Samaratunga, Ananda Mallawatantri 
Pages 130-137 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301734 
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Paper Collection of ISWCR 2019 
 
Accuracy of sedimentgraph modeling from topography map scale and DEM mesh size 
Seyed Hamidreza Sadeghi, Mostafa Moradi Dashtpagerdi, Hamidreza Moradi Rekabdarkoolai, 
Jeroen M. Schoorl 
Pages 138-149 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918302119 
 
Quantitative analysis of morphometry on Ribb and Gumara watersheds: Implications for soil 
and water conservation 
Daniel Asfaw, Getachew Workineh 
Pages 150-157 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301527 
 
Land use in agricultural landscapes with chernozems contaminated after Chernobyl accident: 
Can we be confident in radioecological safety of plant foodstuff? 
Olga Komissarova, Tatiana Paramonova 
Pages158-166 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633919300139 
 
Dynamic study of infiltration rate for soils with varying degrees of degradation by water ero-
sion 
Yujie Wei, Xinliang Wu, Jinwen Xia, Rubing Zeng, Chongfa Cai, Tianwei Wang 
Pages 167-175 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301631 
 
Use of a calibrated SWAT model to evaluate the effects of agricultural BMPs on sediments of 
the Kalaya river basin (North of Morocco) 
Hamza Briak, Rachid Mrabet, Rachid Moussadek, Khadija Aboumaria 
Pages 176-183 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S209563391830159X 
 
Postglacial incision-infill cycles at the Borisoglebsk Upland: Correlations between interfluve 
headwaters and fluvial network 
Yuliya  V.Shishkina,  Ekaterina  V.Garankina,  Vladimir  R.Belyaev,  Ilya  G.Shorkunov,  Pavel 
V.Andreev, Aleksey I.Bondar, Viktoria I.Potapova, Tatiana A.Verlova 
Pages184-195 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301576 
 
Trees as large-scale natural phononic crystals: Simulation and experimental verification 
Jiankun Huang, Yifan Liu, Yaguang Li 
Pages 196-202 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301606 
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Using the USLE: Chances, challenges and limitations of soil erosion modelling 
Christine Alewell, Pasquale Borrelli, Katrin Meusburger, Panos Panagoss 
Pages 203-225 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633919300048 
 
Effect of hysteresis on the stability of residual soil slope 
Christofer Kristo, Harianto Rahardjo, Alfrendo Satyanaga 
Pages 226-238  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300789 
 
Effect of conservation structures on curbing rill erosion in micro-watersheds, northwest Ethio-
pia 
Ermias Debie, Kailash N. Singh, Mehretie Belay 
Pages 239-247 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918300856 
 
Assessment of the determinants that influence the adoption of sustainable soil and water con-
servation practices in Techiman Municipality of Ghana 
Kwasi Adjepong Darkwah, Joana Deladem Kwawu, Frank Agyire-Tettey, Daniel Bruce Sarpong 
Pages 248-257 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633917301831 
 
Effects of rice husk biochar on selected soil properties and nitrate leaching in loamy sand and 
clay soil 
Mohammad Ghorbani, Hossein Asadi, Sepideh Abrishamkesh 
Pages 258-265 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633917301831 
 
Review of remote sensing and geospatial technologies in estimating rooftop rainwater har-
vesting (RRWH) quality 
Masayu Norman, Helmi Z.M. Shafri, Shattri B. Mansor, Badronnisa Yusuf 
Pages  266-274 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633919300474 
 
The effect of hydrogel particle size on water retention properties and availability under water 
stress 
Ahmad M. Abdallah 
Pages  275-285 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301114 

Paper Collection of ISWCR 2019 
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Performance of Phragmites Australis and Cyperus Papyrus in the treatment of municipal 
wastewater by vertical flow subsurface constructed wetlands 
Fernando García-Ávila , Jhanina Patiño-Chávez,  Fanny  Zhinín-Chimbo,  Silvana Donoso-
Moscoso,  Lisveth Flores del Pino, Alex Avilés-Añazco 
Pages  286-296 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301114 
 
Technosols on mining wastes in the subarctic: Efficiency of remediation under Cu-Ni atmos-
pheric pollution 
Marina V.Slukovskaya, Viacheslav I.Vasenev, Kristina V.Ivashchenko, Dmitry V.Morev, Svetlana 
V.Drogobuzhskaya, Liubov A.Ivanova, Irina P.Kremenetskaya 
Pages  297-307 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095633918301552 
 
Spatial distribution and source identification of heavy metals (As, Cr, Cu and Ni) at sub-
watershed scale using geographically weighted regression 
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The World Association of Soil and Water Conservation (WASWAC), as a 

worldwide academic society, was established in USA in August 1983. The 

WASWAC secretariat, initially located at the Soil and Water Conservation 

Society (SWCS), Iowa, USA, was moved on 1 April 2003 to the International 

Center for Research and Training on Seabuckthorn (ICRTS), Beijing, China, 

and from October 2010 to the International Research and Training Center on 

Erosion and Sedimentation (IRTCES), also in Beijing. 

Since its founding, WASWAC has devoted itself to research and communica-

tion to solve scientific and technical problems related to soil and water con-

servation. Many cooperative research projects have been conducted, a series 

of international training courses, symposia and workshops have been orga-

nized, and several awards in the field of soil and conservation have been set 

up and sponsored by WASWAC. 
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No. 20 Chegongzhuang Road West, Beijing 100048, P. R. China 

Tel: +86-10-68786579 

Fax: +86-10-68411174 

Email: waswac@vip.163.com  

For ISWCR paper submission: 
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