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The International Youth Forum of Soil and Water Conservation  

Was Held Successfully 

The International Youth Forum of Soil and Water Conservation (IYFSWC) was held 

in beautiful Nanchang successfully during October 16 -18. 

  

This is the first worldwide forum focuses on the youth who are contributed in the 

soil and water conservation. More than 150 participants distributed in 20 countries 

have attended this forum. Famous scientists, experts in the related fields were 

invited to give keynote speech. In addition, former and current WASWAC 

presidents, including prof. Rattan Lal, Dr. Samran Sombatpanit, prof. Miodrag 

Zlatic and prof. Li Rui all attended this forum. 

President of Jiangxi Province Science and Technology Association, Mr. Li 

Huadong attended the opening ceremony and addressed to welcome all 
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participants. Mr Song Leiming, Mr Liu Moyan, Prof. Li Rui, Prof. Carmelo Dazzi, 

Miss Natalija Momiroovie also gave speeches in the opening ceremony as the 

representatives from Jiangxi Province government, Nanchang Institute of 

Technology, WASWAC, European Society of Soil Conservation, and the young.   
 

   

   

Addressing on the Opening Ceremony 

 

Water is the origin of life and soil is the basis of all living things. Water and soil are 

the most elementary factors and the most important conditions for normal 

succession of ecological environment. To conserve soil and water to a great extent, 

efforts from all counties are necessary. This forum is very meaningful in providing 

a platform for the young people to communicate with famous experts and each 

other.  

During three days conference, 15 outstanding scholars provided all participants a 

very high level academic presentation. Focusing on topic of this forum, “Youth – 

the future of soil and water conservation”, 22 young scientists were arranged in 3 

groups to give excellent report based on their researches related to soil and water 

conservation. 
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Invited Speakers 

 
The Representatives of Youth Speakers 
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During this forum, the organizer also provided a chance for all participants to visit 

the paragon park of science and technology in soil and water conservation of 

Jiangxi province. After this forum, some attendees also visited the ecological 

experimental station on red soil of CAS. 

 

 

Visit the paragon park of science and technology in soil and water conservation of Jiangxi province 
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Visit the ecological experimental station on red soil of CAS 

As an important content, the WASWAC outstanding Youth Paper Award was 

released in the closing ceremony. Total 10 paper were selected from submitted 

manuscripts after evaluation from international experts. Each first author for the 

ten papers have received 1000 USD honorarium and certificate. Prof. Des Walling, 

Prof. Winfried Blum, Prof. Miodrag Zlatic, Dr Samran Sombatpanit, Prof. Li Rui, 

Prof. Jin Zhinong and Prof. Fan Houbao, were invited to be the awarding guests to 

issue honorarium and certificate to the winners.  
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Issuing the WASWAC outstanding Youth Paper Award 

The sponsors for this forum include WASWAC, China Society of Soil and Water 

Conservation (CSSWC), International Research and Training Center on Erosion 

and Sedimentation (IRTCES), Jiangxi Science and Technology Association (JSTA), 

and Department of Water Resources of Jiangxi (DWRJ). The Co-organizers include 

Southern Research Society of Soil and Water Conservation (SRSSWC), Institute of 

Soil and Water Conservation of CAS&MWR (ISWC), Department of Soil and Water 

Conservation of Changjiang River Scientific Research Institute (DSWC), Jiangxi 

Institute of Soil and Water Conservation (JISWC) and Jiangxi Province Water 

Conservancy Science Research Institute (JPWCSRI). 
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WASWAC outstanding Youth Paper Award  

 Aims and scopes 

 To encourage young scientists to contribute to soil and water conservation 

research 

 To promote the WASWAC engagement of Young Scientists 

 Award 10 Youth Scientists (under 40 years old) 

 Certificates and Honorarium (1000 USD)  

 Organizing 

 

 Procedure and Process 
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 Nominating 

After peer review, 10 papers nominated based on three criteria: 

 the average score from the 3 reviewers >6.0 

 at least three reviewers recommends to publish the paper in ISWCR 

(A/B) or at least two reviewers recommended to publish the paper in 

ISWCR without or with minor revision (A);  

 to enlarge the geographical coverage of the award, the awarding gives 

priority to papers out of China when there are papers with same quality 

or the quality difference are not significant. 

 Final list for the award    
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WORLD ASSOCIATION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

Position Statement on Climate Change and Soil and Water Conservation 

The world climate is changing and is going to alter humanity’s future. Among 

the greatest threats that climate change is projected to pose to the future of 

humanity is decreased food security. The world population is expected to increase 

by several billion people over the next few decades, and a large increase in worldwide 

agricultural productivity will be needed to achieve food security. A changing climate 

threatens the important worldwide system that is needed to produce this food, and our 

soils, which are a key world resource for humanity. Now that we have so many cities with 

millions of people, the steady flow of food to these cities is needed, and a changing climate 

poses a threat to the system. Humans have depended on soil resources for their survival 

on this planet, and they have been using soil resources for thousands of years to produce 

food, biodiversity, and ecosystem services. Human activities have contributed to 

degradation of the world’s soils, and current erosion and degradation rates 

already threaten the soil that supports human civilizations.  

Demands on soil from expansion of cities, industries, and roads are contributing to soil 

scarcity. Additionally, erosion, desertification, deforestation, and the salinization and 

depletion of surface and underground water resources that are key in agricultural 

production, pose a threat to the future of food security and thus the national security of 

countries, a threat that will grow with climate change. A changing climate threatens to 

accelerate all of these impacts. 

It is clear that these challenges pose a threat to the future of humanity. 

Fortunately, soil and water conservation practices have the potential to 

conserve the soil and water resources needed to sustain/increase agricultural 

productivity to the levels needed by 2050.  

For these reasons, WASWAC is releasing this position statement about the 
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critical need to implement policies and management practices that conserve soil and 

water across the world for climate change mitigation and adaptation and the survival of 

the human species.  WASWAC recommends that governments and institutions:  

Develop policies that improve soil management to achieve a balance between 

increasing productivity and maintaining organic matter in the soil, reducing soil losses, 

and improving soil health and soil security. The carbon cycle is tied to how we manage 

soils, and soil carbon is one of the larger pools in the carbon cycle and contributes to 

improved soil productivity.  

Encourage communication of soil and water conservation programs by 

developing communication that connects science to land managers and the public; 

teaching the value of soil carbon; increasing training; and enhancing exchange (at 

meetings, forums, etc.).  

Develop, maintain, and/or expand programs for soil and water 

conservation practices for climate change mitigation and adaptation that 

keep surface residue covering the soil surface; promote no till systems; improve soil 

function with soil carbon; use multiple conservation practices at a field level and off-site; 

use precision conservation; promote energy efficiency; value water more; minimize 

greenhouse gas losses; and improve nutrient cycling, nitrogen use efficiencies and soil 

health. In summary, apply soil and water conservation principles and practices to 

improve worldwide sustainability and ecosystem services.  

Fund research in soil and water conservation that pays dividends long term.  

 

References: 

Delgado, J. A., Groffman, P. M., Nearing, M. A., Goddard, T., Reicosky, D., Lal, R., Kitchen, 

N. R., Rice, C. W., Towery, D., & Salon, P. (2011). Conservation practices to mitigate and 

adapt to climate change. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation, 66(4), 118A-129A. 
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Invited Topic Speakers and Their Reports in the International  

Youth Forum of Soil and Water Conservation  

(1) Prof. Rattan Lal 
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(2) Prof. Winfried E.H. Blum 
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(3) Prof. Des Walling 
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(4) Prof. Chi- hua Huang 
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(5) Prof. Jose Luis Rubio 
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(6) Prof. Fenli Zheng 
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(7) Prof. Jorge Delgado 
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(8) Prof. Mohammed Golabi 
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(9) Prof. Ildefonso Pla Sentís 
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(10) Prof. Carmelo Dazzi 
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(11) Prof. Mildrag Zlatic 
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(12) Prof. Xiaohua Wei 

Report Title: An ecological perspective on forests and water in large 

watersheds: implications for soil and water conservation 

(13) Prof. Chinapatana Sukvibool 
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(14) Dr. Ying Wang (Reported by Dr. Pengfei Du) 
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(15) Prof. Tingwu Lei (Reported by Dr. Xiaonan Shi) 

 

 

   

 

NOTE: All PPTs will be uploaded to our website soon after speaker’s authorization. 
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Presentations of young researchers in the IYFSWC 

 Dongbing Cheng, Study on Soil Erosion Model of Engineering Excavated Slope 

under upslope runoff condition 

 Wenfei Liu, Effects of forest changes on streamflow in a large forested 

watershed, Southeastern in China 

 Jinhua Wang, The study in the impact of vegetation coverage change on runoff 

and sediment in wind-water erosion crisscross area 

 Cao Longxi, Grass hedge effects on controlling erosion from concentrated flow: 

a case study in the red soil region of China 

 Ren Zongping, Respond of runoff and soil erosion to global climate change in 

Yanhe watershed 

 Zho Jianmin, The embedded soil erosion 

 Wu Jianping, Ecological function of understory plants in the eucalyptus 

plantation, subtropical China 

 Honglang Duan, Elevated [CO2] did not alleviate the negative effects of drought 

and high temperature on two contrasting gymnosperm tree species 

 Yi He, Trend and periodicity of precipitation in the Huangfuchuan Basin, 

Northwest China 

 Zhijie Shan, Application of EN-1 soil stabilizer on soil conservation 

 Jiawen Wang, Effects of conservation tillage on soil moisture in a slope orchard 

of jujube orchard 

 Jinhua Cheng, Application of Landscape pattern analysis to quantitatively 

evaluate the structural distribution characteristics of soil preferential paths in 

farmland 
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 Ning Wang, Impacts of soil erosion on the dynamics of soil seed banks in the 

Chinese Hill-Gully Loess Plateau Region 

 Yongyan Wang, The discrepancy of riparian zone Sediment of tributaries and 

main stream in Three Gorges Reservoir 

 Yanfeng Jia, Soil anti-scourability and influence factors of brown earth during 

spring thaw period in the black soil region of Northeast China 

 Yingchun Liao, Relationship of absorptive root biomass to aboveground growth 

in Chinese fir plantations in subtropical China 

 Wenfei Liu, Effects of forest changes on streamflow in a large forested 

watershed, Southeastern in China 

 Sayjro Kossi Nouwakpo, Estimating Flow Concentration and Sediment 

Redistribution on Saline Rangeland Communities 

 Shengsheng Xiao, Responses of soil respiration and its main components to 

vegetation restoration in eroded red soil 

 Ana M Petrovic, Torrential floods as natural hazards in Sumadija region, Serbia 

 Fu-kai Tang, Effects of Vegetation Restoration on the Aggregate Stability and 

Distribution of  Aggregate-Associated Organic Carbon in a Typical Karst Gorge 

Region 

 Bin Wang, Soil erodibility estimation in China: An alternative equation for 

determining USLE-K factor 

 Xianghui Lu/ Hua Bai, Spatial Distribution and Temporal Trends in Potential 

Evaporation of Jiangxi Province from 1961 to 2013 

 Yunyun Ban, Study on the Facilities and Procedures for Un-frozen Soil Erosion 
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