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Happy Chinese New Year 

 
 

Dear colleagues, friends and members of WASWAC,  

The Spring Festival is fast approaching, we will be very happy to introduce you this important 

festival in China. 

Spring Festival, also known as Chinese New Year, is the most important traditional festival in 

China. It begins on the first day of the first lunar month (usually in late January or early 

February) and ends on the 15th day of the first lunar month (Lantern Festival). 

2015 is the Year of the goat. Some people question that we should be ushering in the Year of 

the Goat or Sheep. The answer is goats are more commonplace in China than sheep and some 

historical facts demonstrate that the coming year is the Year of the Goat. But people prefer to 

buy sheep mascot, as sheep are more adorable and fluffy, and in northern China where sheep 
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are raised regards the coming year is the Year of the Sheep. As the matter of fact, sheep or 

goat does not matter. The most important thing is that people like the atmosphere of the New 

Year. 

The date of Chinese New Year 2015 is Feb.18, 2015 (Chinese New Year's Eve), and Feb. 19, 

2015 will be the first day in Chinese Calendar (Lunar Calendar).  

Chinese New Year is a time for families to be together. Celebrations include having annual 

reunion dinner on Chinese New Year's Eve, setting firecrackers, giving lucky money to 

children, ringing the New Year bell, sending Chinese New Year greetings, dragon and lion 

dancing, and Niu Yangge (traditional dance in northern China). 

Anyway, the secretariat of WASWAC wish all of our members a very happy and prosperous 

Chinese New Year!  
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Preparatory Meeting of IYFSWC Was Held 
The preparatory meeting of IYFSWC was held at Nanchang Institute of Technology on Jan. 27, 

2015. Ten representatives from sponsors attended this meeting.  

 

Prof. Li Rui, president of WASWAC, gave an introduction on background of this forum and on 

key speakers’ invitation. Dr Du Pengfei, the secretary of WASWAC, introduced the program of 

forum and procedure of best papers selection. Prof. Peng Cong, the division director of NIT, 

illustrated the details in forum preparation. Dr Zhang Haina and Ms Wang Yue, summarized 

received participants’ registration and abstract submission. Mr. Hu Genhua, Prof. Yang Jie, 

Ms Yan Fang, Ms Zhang Li, as the representatives of Water Resources Department of Jiangxi 

Province, Jiangxi Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, Jiangxi Association for Science 

and Technology, Jiangxi Institute of Water Resources Research, attended this meeting and 

expressed support on forum holding. 

Jobs that should be done before the opening of forum were proposed and discussed one by one. 

Some main decisions were as follows: 



 World Association of Soil and Water Conservation  Hot News  issue 01, 2015 

 4

To receive more papers with high academic quality, the deadline for submission abstract was 

decided to postpone to March 31, 2015 while the closing date for submission full paper is still 

before May 31, 2015.  

Roster should be finished completing before March 31, 2015 to meet forum holding need. This 

means that participants who come from overseas should submit application form before this 

date, otherwise visa application will be refused. 

Youth Fellowship was mentioned as one of main activities during the visit to typical scientific 

and technological demonstration district on soil and water conservation.  

Companies involved in production, marketing of related apparatus that used in the process of 

research or treatment for soil loss, are encouraged to attend this forum.     

A salon to communicate the experiences of doing research or a course of lecture to tell how to 

write and submit an English paper for young scientists might be held during the forum. The 

sponsors will ask invited speaker’s advice to make decision.  

 

The deadline for submission abstract and registration form is fast approaching, to win $1000 

award, write and submit your manuscripts soon. We hope that we can meet you in beautiful 

Nanchang in this coming October! 
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The Fourth Issue ISWCR of 2014 
The fourth issue of ISWCR for the year 2014 was published in the beginning of January, 2015. 

Eleven authors contributed 7 academic papers in this issue. 

  
The abstracts for the seven papers are as follows: 

1st paper: 
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2nd paper: 

 

3rd paper: 
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4th paper: 

 

5th paper: 
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6th paper: 
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7th paper: 
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The forgotten part of carbon cycling:  

organic matter storage and turnover in subsoils 

From 28 to 01 of May 2015 we going to conduct a Symposium at the Castle Rasefeld, Germany to listen 

to and discuss about different topics reffering to subsoil carbon storage and turnover. 

 

Topics: 

 Organic matter properties and storage in subsoils 

 Inputs and fluxes of SOM in subsoils 

 Microbial activity and SOM degradation in subsoils 

 Modelling SOM fluxes and turnover in subsoils. 

Registration: 

For registration to the SUSOM-Symposium 2015 please write an email to Stefanie Heinze until 1st of 

March 2015. The registration fee of 100€ includes lunch (2x) and dinner (1x) and sufficient coffee and 

tea during the symposium. The number of participants is limited to 80. First come first serve. 

Abstract: 

Please send your abstracts for poster presentation and scientific talks via email to Stefanie Heinze. The 

abstracts have to be submitted until 1st of March 2015. Please write a note in your email if you want to 

present your research in form of a poster or by a scientific talk.  

The abstracts will be compiled in an abstract band. Therefore, please use the given abstract format. The 

abstract should be prepared with a maximum length of one page! 
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Details at:  

http://www.subsom.de/index.php?id=36 

 

The third Brazilian Soil Physics Meeting (3rd BSPM) 

 

The third Brazilian Soil Physics Meeting (3rd BSPM) will take place between 04 and 08 May, 2015 at 

the Sector of Agriculture Sciences (SCA) – Federal University of Paraná (UFPR) in the city of Curitiba, 

Paraná State, Brazil, with support from the Department of Soils and Agriculture Engineering 

(DSEA-UFPR), CAPES and CNPq. According to the United Nation (UN), this is the international year of 

the soil. 

SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT 

Two categories for registration to the III BSPM are available: non-presenting attendant or presenting 

attendant. Registration should be requested by email at bspm2015@ufpr.br. 
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There are two presentation modes: 

(1)  short oral presentations (10-15 minutes), obligatory in English, with 5 minutes for discussion. 

(2)  poster presentations – the poster should be in English, and each poster will be accompanied by a 

brief-presentation (2-3 minutes) in English or in Portuguese. 

The deadline to submit an abstract is February 28, 2015. A one-page abstract of your presentation 

should be submitted in English 

Details at:  

http://www.agrarias.ufpr.br/portal/bspm2015/presentation/ 

 

7th International Conference on Information and Communication 

Technologies in Agriculture, Food and Environment (HAICTA 2015) 

September 17-20, 2015, Kavala, Greece 

Topics 

We are accepting submissions of original research papers and posters for the main program and the 

doctoral consortium in all areas of ICT in Agriculture, Food and Environment including but not limited 

to: 

 Decision Support Systems 

 Information Systems 

 Database Systems 

 Environmental Modelling and Simulation 

 Environmental Control Systems 

 Environmental Impact Assessment 

 e-Waste Management & Clean Technologies 

 Environmental Design & Policy 
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 Issues in ICT Adoption 

 New technologies in Ecosystems Management, Forestry and Natural Resources 

 Information Systems and Wild Life Management & Protection 

 Wood Technology & Wood Products 

 Flora and Fauna Management using ICTs 

 ICT in Climate Change and Global Warming 

 ICT in Cultivation and Pastoral Areas 

 ICT in Rural Development 

 Innovative Technologies in Agrotourism & Ecotourism 

 e-Business, e-Commerce, e-Government, e-Learning and e-Services 

 GIS and Applications 

 Spatial Analysis & Landscape Planning 

 Internet Marketing, Internet of Things and Web 2.0 

 Mobile/wireless Systems & Networks 

 Ontology and Web Semantic 

 Sensor and Wireless Network Applications 

 Mobile/Wireless Applications in Agriculture 

 Novel RFID applications 

 Precision Farming Systems, VR Technologies 

 Green IC Technologies 

 Traceability 

 Supply Chain Management & Logistics 

 Environmental Education 

Paper submission: 

All papers will be reviewed through a fully electronic peer review process by at least two academic 

referees. Final acceptance will be based on the review of the full paper submission. 

Paper submissions will be handled by an ONLINE SUBMISSION SYSTEM that has been set up for 

HAICTA 2015. 

Important Dates 
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Technical program Dates 

April 30, 2015 

Submissions due (for every type of submission: full research papers, posters, doctoral consortium 

research papers). 

May 30, 2015 

Notification of acceptance for all submissions. 

June 30, 2015 

Camera Ready Paper Submission. 

September 17-20, 2015 

Conference in Kavala, Greece. 

Download at:  

http://2015.haicta.gr/ 
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1. PhD studentship The Carbon Dynamics of Raised and Cutover Bogs 

 

A PhD researcher is sought to join a 3 year EPA-funded project with the aim to evaluate the ecosystem 

services of peatlands in Ireland and develop a framework that outlines the methodology and actions to be 

undertaken when attempting to restore degraded peatlands to active peat-forming conditions. The project 

will identify and quantify current environmental pressures and future trends on ecological and water 

resources as well as the atmosphere / climate associated with such peatland ecosystems. The PhD research 

aspect of the project will involve quantifying the linkage between eco-hydrology and carbon dynamics of 

raised and cutover bogs (using primary field data), estimating a carbon balance and emission factors for 

active and degraded raised bogs and then modeling the carbon flux dynamics in order to predict GHG 

emissions under current and future climates. 

An outstanding student with an interest in the generation of greenhouse gases as well as the eco-hydrology of 

wetlands is required. Applicants should have a strong motivation and demonstrate ability in both field work 

and numerical modelling areas of research. In addition, the successful applicant will be required to liaise with 

the EPA, NPWS and landowners and will need good communication skills. Applicants should preferably 

possess a first class honours degree in Engineering/Science or other relevant discipline. The researchers will 

be based within the Environmental Engineering Research Group of the Department of Civil, Structural and 

Environmental Engineering. The PhD studentship covers academic fees (EU level) and subsistence of 

€14,000 per annum. The studentship is due to start between April and September 2015. 

Interested candidates should send a 3-page CV and covering letter to the contact addresses below. The 

closing date for receipt of applications is 12 noon, Sunday 8th March 2015. 

Laurence Gill & Shane Regan 

Department of Civil, Structural and Environmental Engineering 

Trinity College, Dublin 2, Ireland 

Email: laurence.gill@tcd.ie & regans@tcd.ie 
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Telephone +353-1-8961047 

Details at: http://www.earthworks-jobs.com/geoscience/tcd15021.html 

 

2. Geotechnical and Geo-Environmental Engineer (Permanent, Full Time) 

 

Geotechnical and Geo-Environmental Engineer required to join our head office in Alton, Hampshire. 

Main Duties and Responsibilities: 

 Organisation of intrusive investigations, including health and safety aspects, and managing 

subcontractors and site operations 

 Carry out site work, e.g. trial pitting, soakage testing, soil logging of trial pits and boreholes to 

BS5930/Eurocode 7, groundwater/bio-gas monitoring, appropriate sampling and scheduling of testing of 

soil/water samples 

 Preparation of Phase 1 Desk Studies 

 Phase 2 intrusive investigations - collection of data and report writing, preparation of factual and 

interpretative reports on intrusive investigations, basic foundation design to include calculation of 

bearing pressures and estimating settlement 

 Carry out qualitative and quantitative risk assessments 

 Phase 3 remediation strategies and validation work, including on-site supervision of remediation and 

carrying out verification reporting of remediation 

Comply with company H & S Standards at all times 

Other duties and responsibilities commensurate with the position  

Required Skills: 

 Minimum degree (BSc (Hons)) qualified in Geology, Civil Engineering, Soil Mechanics, Environmental 

Science or Similar 

 Preferably an MSc/M.Geol/MSci in Geology, Engineering Geology, Soil Mechanics, Civil Engineering 

or similar 

 Minimum of 2 years industry experience working as a geotechnical/geo-environmental engineer 
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 Member of an appropriate professional body and working towards Chartered status would be desired but 

not essential 

 The applicant should be able to show experience of managing site works, appropriate sampling 

techniques and logging soils/rock to current guidance 

 Applicants should also show experience of the production of factual and interpretive reports, including 

CSMs 

 Able to communicate effectively with clients and subcontractors 

 Proficient in the use of Microsoft Office Suite 

 Good working knowledge of Holebase III/IV, CLEA , EA P20, Geotechnical Design Software 

 Some knowledge of slope stability analysis is desired 

 Able to work to budgets and manage time effectively 

 A strong work and team ethic are essential; the applicant should be adaptable and capable of managing 

their own workload to produce a consistent and quality service to our clients' requirements. Strong 

written and spoken communication skills are also considered of paramount importance 

 Previous experience within the UK regulatory and design environment desired 

 Full clean UK driving licence 

Personal Attributes: 

 Out-going and self motivated 

 Ambitious yet easy going team player with the ability to work on their own when required 

 Flexible approach to working 

 Reliable, responsible 

 Good time management and organisation skills 

The remuneration package will include a competitive, and negotiable, salary depending on qualifications and 

experience.  

Salary: £22k - £25k per annum (negotiable) dependent on experience  

Applicants must be eligible to live and work in the UK  

To apply please sent a full CV and covering letter to groundandwater15011@earthworks-jobs.com 

Details at: http://www.earthworks-jobs.com/geotech/gandw15011.html 
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Rainfall Erosivity in Europe 

 

 

The erosive force of rainfall is called rainfall erosivity. Rainfall erosivity considers the rainfall amount and 

intensity, and is most commonly expressed as the R-factor in the (R)USLE models. The purpose of this study 

is to assess rainfall erosivity in Europe in the form of the RUSLE R-factor. Data have been collected from 

1,541 precipitation stations in all European Union(EU) Member States and Switzerland, with temporal 

resolutions of 5 to 60 minutes. The R-factor val-ues calculated from precipitation data of different temporal 

resolutions were normalised to R-factor values with temporal resolution of 30 minutes using linear 

regression functions. These da-ta were stored in Rainfall Erosivity Database on the European Scale (REDES). 

Precipitation time series ranged from a minimum of 5 years to maximum of 40 years, mostly covering the 

last dec-ade. Data from REDES were interpolated with the Gaussian Process Regression(GPR) model 

re-sulting in the European rainfall erosivity map at 500m resolution. The mean R-factor for the EU plus 

Switzerland is 722 MJ mm ha-1 h-1 yr-1, with the highest values in the Mediterranean and alpine regions 

and the lowest in the Nordic countries. The data are available for download: 

http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/library/themes/erosion/RainfallErosivity/ 
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Soil Atlas: Facts and figures about earth, land and fields 

 

Place of Publication: Berlin 

Date of Publication: 8. January 2015 

Number of Pages: 68 

License: CC-BY-SA 

We are using the world’s soils as if they were inexhaustible, continually withdrawing from an account, but 

never paying in. For it takes several thousand years to build a thin layer of fertile topsoil, but only an hour of 

heavy rain to lose it. The average European needs 1.3 hectares – two football pitches – to produce all of the 

food and other products he or she consumes each year. That is about six times more than is available to each 

Bangladeshi. Almost 60 percent of the area consumed by Europeans lies outside the European Union. 

Global demand for food, fodder and biofuels is on the rise. So too are land prices. In many regions, the 

struggle for secure land rights is a struggle for survival for individuals and communities. The global 

significance of soils demands global responses. 2015 is the International Year of Soils. In this year, the 

United Nations wants to further the goal of soil protection. This Soil Atlas shows what can succeed and why 

the soil should concern us all. 

The Soil Atlas is available in a printed version and available for download (PDF).  

Download at: http://www.boell.de/sites/default/files/soil_atlas_2015.pdf 
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WASWAC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM (Issued 120501) 

 (For applicants from all countries) 

Name: (Ms./Mrs./Mr./Prof./Dr.)                                    Gender: □F □M 

Institution:                                                                        

Postal address:                                 

State/Province:                 Zip/Postal code:             Country:                 

Phone:                                        Fax:                               

Emails (Please give at least 2 addresses to ensure uninterrupted contact): (1)                                  

(2)                                       (3)                                     

My specialized field(s):                                                              

Please sign me up for the WASWAC membership in category*: □1(IM)□2(LM)□3(OM)□4(SM&GM) 

Membership for the year(s)             @US$          =  US$               

Donation for developing country membership, etc.         US$               

Donation to the Moldenhauer Fund              US$               

Total US$               

*Membership categories & rates from July 18, 2005, amended March 3, 2007 and March 4, 2010. 

1. IM (Individual membership): US$20 for 5 years for developing countries (In China, members pay 130 yuan RMB); 

US$40 for 5 years for developed countries and persons working in international organizations worldwide. 

2. LM (Life membership): US$80 for developing countries (In China, members pay 520 yuan RMB); US$160 for 

developed countries and persons working in international organizations worldwide. Persons who have passed their 60th 

birthday pay only half of these LM rates. 

3. OM (Organization membership): For universities, research and implemental institutions, government agencies, NGOs, 

societies, associations and international organizations, etc. Persons belonging to an Organization member will receive the 

same online products and services as the other two above categories: $100/year for an organization with up to 150 

persons; $150/year for an organization with up to 300 persons: $200/year for an organization with up to 500 persons; 

and $10/year for an additional 100 persons or part thereof.  

4. SM&GM (Student membership & Gift membership): US$5/year worldwide, to be purchased to give to colleagues, friends, 

students, etc. 

▲ How and where to submit this form and the money: You may send this form by e-mail (preferred), fax or post 

– and membership due – to: 

Dr. Xiaoying Liu. WASWAC Treasurer, c/o IRTCES. No. 20 Chegongzhuang Road West, Beijing 100048, China. Tel: 

+86 10 68786413; Fax: +86 10 68411174; Email: waswac@foxmail.com; waswac@163.com . Membership fee can be sent 

through Check, Bank Draft, Bank Transfer and WESTERN UNION. 

For sending money by foreign wires through a bank, please give the following information to your bank: 

Name of Receiver (A/C Holder’s Name): Liu Xiaoying 

Bank Name and Address: Bank of China Beijing Branch, No. 2 Chao Yang Men Nei Da Jie, Dongcheng District, 

Beijing, 100010, P R China 

A/C NO.: 3467 5879 1740; Swift code: BKCH CN BJ 110 

Message to write on the Bank Sheet: WASWAC Membership due for Ms./Mrs./Mr./Prof./Dr. ..…..., Country ……... 

NOTE: 1. Do not deduct the bank fee from the amount of money to send. 2. For sending money by wire/bank transfer 

or check please add US$7 per transaction to compensate for the charge at the receiving bank in Beijing. This additional 

charge does not apply for WESTERN UNION or any payment of US$50 or more. 


