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Foreword

Due to recent scientific and technological progress,enormous physical wealth has been produced via un-
precedented rapid economical development in modern times. However , severe environmental problems,such as
desertification , stone desertification (a kind of desertification, and used only to describe the erosion in the
Karst areas of China,where soil is eroded almost completely, the land begins to become barren and underlying
stones are exposed ) ,and soil and water losses still exist all over the world. Poverty and environment deteriora-
tion are hence caused by land degradation,river and lake sediment deposition,and ecological destruction. Un-
der these circumstances,the benefits from soil and water conservation on maintaining good ecological environ-
ment and ensuring the sustainable development of economy and society have been increasingly realized by all
countries of the world.

China is one of the countries suffering the most from serious soil erosion and other forms of land degrada-
tion. There are a total of 2. 95 million km® of soil erosion areas ,with more than 960, 000 gullies. Many parts of
China,such as the Loess Plateau in middle Yellow River,the upper reaches of Yangtze River,and the red soil
areas have experienced severe soil erosion. Facing this great challenge that economical development is rapid
but ecological environment is deteriorated ,the Chinese government has implemented an overall plan for pro-
moting economic , political , cultural , social ,and ecological advancement. The comprehensive treatments for de-
sertification , stone desertification,and soil and water losses have been targeted for implementation and will un-
doubtedly be important measures to bring about what may be called “Beautiful China Construction”.

In the last 60 years,Chinese government has attached a great importance to soil and water conservation.
A series of measures were taken to control soil and water losses in Yellow River valley,the Yangtze River,the
northeastern black soil zones and the southwestern limestone regions of China. The Law of Water and Soil Con-
servation of the People’s Republic of China was enacted, which strengthens management of construction and
production programs,and hence prevents soil loss effectively. In addition, numerous scientific and technologi-
cal studies and applications in soil and water conservation were also developed to contribute to the great a-
chievements in soil erosion prevention and control. So far,soil and water conservation measures have been in-
stalled in a total area of 992, 000 km” , and at least 58, 000 silt storage dams have been built around this coun-
try. The total area of soil erosion has decreased from 3.56 million km® in 2002 to 2.94 million km® in
2012. Accordingly,the amount of sediment going into rivers and lakes was reduced dramatically. About 150
million people benefited from it and 20 million people hence got rid of poverty and became rich, which has
laid solid foundation for regional economic and social development.

In this context, it is very meaningful and timely to launch the Journal of International Soil and Water
Conservation Research(ISWCR) as the official journal of the World Association of Soil and Water Conserva-
tion (WASWAC). The journal is supervised by the Ministry of Water Resources of P. R. China,and is pub-
lished under the auspices of the International Research and Training Center on Erosion and Sedimentation
(IRTCES) and China Water & Power Press (CWPP). The application to publish the journal was approved by
the General Administration of Press and Publication of P. R. China since October 2012. This is a significant
and memorable event to be filed under the great field of soil and water conservation. On behalf of the Ministry
of Water Resources of P. R. China and the Chinese Society of Water and Soil Conservation,l would like to ex-

tend my warmest congratulations, and wish this journal to be helpful in accelerating the conservation of soil



and water resources through being a good communication platform for researchers and scientists who are in-
volved in the field all over the world.

We anticipate that the ISWCR will play an important role ,not only in offering timely scientific and tech-
nological innovations to researchers, but also in documenting and presenting all efforts and achievements in
soil erosion and land degradation prevention and environmental improvement of China to other countries as
well as for China to benefit from researches by foreign scientists to overcome its own difficulties. I expect that
scientists and technologists will be able to master the advances in soil and water conservation science by
means of this journal and hence promote the leapfrog development of related sciences and technologies.

Water is the origin of life and soil is the basis of all living things. Water and soil are the most elementary
factors and the most important conditions for normal succession of ecological environment. At the moment of
inauguration of this journal , please allow me to express my sincere wishes to ISWCR , that it will report innova-
tions frequently,and will be a good carrier to disseminate findings from soil erosion and land degradation pre-
vention and control studies. Good wishes are also extended to the editorial board ,that they can keep their high
standard by publishing scientific and technological papers with a high level of academic quality , making the
ISWCR an authoritative journal approved by peers throughout the world.

I believe that people will be moved by the great contribution made by ISWCR while mankind is pacing
into the times of the ecological civilization , because it records permanent proofs for all related contributors who

have made efforts to soil and water conservation!

Liu Ning
Vice Minister of the Ministry of Water Resources of P. R. China &

President of Chinese Soctety of Water and Soil Conservation
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